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true di
'R away.' Meanwhile, the jumped-up eouncillors of

P/ Stormont, dull-witted and viclous, are enabled Lo
determine the actions of the oceupying forecs, The
struggle In Northern Ireland has, In this sense, now
reached the stage where Il constitutes the grentest
internal thrent to the existence of the British state
seen Lhis century.

REFORMS?

Exnmine the "reforms’ to see shat the antl-Unionist
minority has ‘ghined’ over the past three years. The

Civil Rights demands wers .
demand legiglation

1) 'One man, coe vote'  O'Nelll's franchise
reforms, 1960

%) "Disarm the RUC'

Hum Repart, 1969,
3) "Disband B-specials’ .

= " = ang Ulster
Defence Regiment formed.
4) "Take away Hoosing

Truel from sectarian Central Housing Trusl

eomtrol’ formed, 1970,

Legislation has cortainly taken place, but io renl
terme what loive been lts effects and, more import-
ant, how has it bean implemented?

1) There have been na local elections nor any
Btormont elections under the franchise reforms, as
it was ‘too lite' to put them into effect. Derry is
gtill ruled by a commission appointed by the gover-
mend and itz electoral boundnries have sill not
been redrawn.

2) The R.U.C,, according to the Hunt Commission
was only to be issued arms in extraordinary circum-
stances and riot dety was te be left to the Army,
particularly when therc was a danger of armed
panflict. Practically the entire poliee foroe now

carries arms openly and the R, U, C, was recently

used for riot duty in Derry's Bogside.

3) The 'B'Specinls were dishanded, true. In their
| place came the Ulster Defence Regiment, predom-
Inantly recrulted from their ranks, Its number was
‘originally fixed at 6, 000. Recertly, however, this
limit was botally lifted and now units are to be drawn

rom thetr own localities just like the old 'B' Spec-
s, The number of Catholics has sharply declined
any resigning after internment was introduced.
s numb qlgupihmhmﬂanlguuchjhu
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opposition. IS im

Ternment was in fact almed ot the e’ political
plementation polarised the
community In an unparalieled shion. Violence
escalated within half an hour of the lternees belng
seizged. Within two hours the entire community of
the Catholle ghettoes was in arme. The people
instinctively knew that this was a deliberate attempt
to crush what political volee they had lait.
The Left in England rencted swiftly to the situation
but was lamentably unable to moinlnin any ity of
acilon. Differant slogans are put out by differant
groups, more to illustrate the purity of their own
politics than to assist the struggle in the Narth, The
seriousness of the American struggle against the
Vietnam war or the brillinntly eifective campalin
against Australian lnvolvement in Vietnam has yet
to evolve, Some sections of the Left have even
gone so far in their attempts to have thelr 'line’
hesird 1a Ireland as to Indulge in "rocinlist i.mparinl-
ism' and have sought or are seeking Lo found groups
in Treland that will he under London's control, though
me presumes that these fronks will be conducted
from the sufety of Dublin drawlng-rooms rather
than the bloody and miserable kittlegrounds of the
North, Again, the demand lssued by L8, 's front
prganisation, the Labour Commities wginst Intern-
mont was, "Fuir Trial for All Interness™’- an
chvious 5op to its ‘respectable’ Labour M, P&,
It was heard by the Northern groups with ineredulity
and they fell, bitterly, thal they hod beon lel down on
ance more by the English Lalt,

Three yers have pasged in the present strupgle
and even now the only whole-hearted response ls
from the Irish exile organisations, Too many people
who nirticulife thelr doubts about the sitnation do not
know whal to do, This same problem accurred in
America untl] groups started to actively combat the
Vietnam war without the help of "ronts’, "purtins'
and the like or waiting for analyses,

The first stage in furthering the struggle in the
1.5, was education(Teach-Ins, ete), coupled wilh
mass action. This lssup of Annrehy Magazine aims
to coni ribute io the former. Only you can provide
the latter, b
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

This article is just an extract from a longer work
on the 1907 Dock Strike in Belfast. This unearthing
of the Labour history of Northen Ireland is not a
purely academic exercise. History, or rather mythologies
of history, remain a potent force in Irish politics, and
vet the rcal traditions, the real record of class struggle
particularly in the North has been ignored or con-
veniently buried by bourgeois historians. In published
works the 1907 Dock Strike, the first attempt by the
unskilled industrial workers of Ireland to organise and
fight, rates a few paragraphs, the police mutiny a few
sentences. No published work covers the 1919 General
Strike, and the unemployment riots of 1934 again rate
no more than a few paragraphs.

There is in fact an almost total lack of published
work on any aspect of Ulster’s modern history. This
owes something to the priorities of historians at Queen’s
University Belfast, who live in an atmosphere some-
thing akin to that at the British Embassy in Uruguay,
and when they do concern themselves with Irish history
they rarely advance bevond the tasteful davs of Grattan's
Parliament, Southern historians have equally neglected
Naorthern history, imbued with middle class nationalist
outlook, they have no interest in the labour movement,
perhaps consequently view Northern Ir¢land as an
incomprehensible  problem, and anvway find rich
pickings detailing the activities of “national” leaders
and movements.

The troubles of the past three vears have led to a
spate of new works purpoarling to put the Northern
problem in its historical context. Given the dearth
of accurale material provided by academic historians,
given that the authors of this new spate of lareely
journalistic works have failed to do any basic research
themselves, it is little wonder that they have adopted
the view that the problems of the MNorth are to be
viewed as communily or sectarian conflict pure and
simple. Thus Andrew Bovd writes in the introduction

to “Holy War In Belfast”, a work rushed out to take
advantage of the riot market, “the long-standing hostility
between the two communities has erupted, generation
after generai on, 1N violent seciarnan riols on the streets
of Belfast”. He goes on to claim, “Holy War in
Belfast probes to the roots and origins of these riots
and traces the frst outbreaks back to the 18307,
[he book is certainly the first that even bothered to

cull government reports and describe the actual riots.

There is however no attempt to explain why Belfast’s

record for religious tolerance in the early 19th century
deteriorated into sectarian rioting in the mid-nineteenth
century, Conseguently for Andrew Boyd and other

mistorians like him history is made by individual bigots
who just happened to turn up on the stage of history
at a particular momeant, and riots are caused by the
Joe Bloggs of this world who just happen to turn up
drunk with a stone in hand on a particular day, The
whole social background to the events is ignored, the
terrific pressures on the impoverished agrarian refugees
who flocked into Belfast, a new industrial slum, are
ignored, the connection between community conflict
and class conflict is ignored.
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ost racial terms.
Catholics are both
: ¢ are more brutal than
stermen  defended th;{;l,a slate
never in something like 200 years
¢ 17th century. shn!.fn such feroeity
 Irish displaved when they fought their
war. rmen will strike back but
¢ cruel and they have to be seriously
efore they strike back at all” (p. 34), and
tant Ulstermen had not descended to such
behaviour, such extremes of savagery, as o
ents to picces with landmines or throw
e into furnaces”. This was apparently an
trait of Southern Catholics. g -
e true that there are a few Northern historians
who have tried to deal accurately with modern history
A ...@ Stewart 15 one of these, his baok “The Ulsler

Crisis” deals factually with Ulster's resistance 1o Home

"Rule, and in particular with the orgamsation of that
Nresistance. No one can reasonably deny that in 1912
‘the vast majority of Protestant workers supported the
WVE Bul a book of this kind does not raise the
uestion why they did so, it does not pretend to cover

fhe experience of the Protestant industrial proletar
in the decade before, it leaves the Patrick Ridd
this world 1o fill in their own racial explanation
then on that basis to glory in the resistance
S When we look at the 1907 Dock Strike and the |
mutiny of the same year, this simple myth |
evaporate. We find unskilled workers, mainly P
Cestant, fighting the employers, many their future lead
insthe UVF, we find policemen, many Prot
smutinying, we find the Independent Orangemen o
tering hundreds of Protestant workers under a platform
ng Protestants as Irishmen to play their part in the
ment of Ireland as a nation. To say this is not 1o
e existence of community conflict in the North
ose who do so bury their heads in sand, it is to say this,
unity conflict is an expression of acute pressures
& working-class, and cannot conveniently be iso-
om the question of class conflict, often indeed
ity conflict has been used as a deliberate safety
prevent class conflict. Time and time azain
r _‘l:l'l_ovi:mml_ has almost succeeded in brin:;jm:
10 the fore in Belfast. This was true in 1907
i When they fail that disillusioned workers
er outlets for their despair fall easy prey to
I sectarian war, :
task for Northern socialists to learn
* history of the working-class
o broadcast to the masses
' for those
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Plast. i DUbYn, esed e ol than in |
British citics and equally numerous, Larkin arrivec
Belfast in February 1907, it was his first visit
Ireland, and he came as National Organiser for °
Mational Union of Dock Labourers. So
was his message of militant solidarity between u
workers in the fight for better conditions that by
April 1907 he had recruited approximately 3,000 men
to the NUDL. At the end of that month, the Belfast
Steamship Company, linked to one of the large cross-
channel railway companies locked NUDL members
out. They were determined to crush the union while
they still had fime. Small employers were willing to
concede terms to the dockers, it was the large cross-
channel companies, linked to the Shipping Federation,
which were determined to win, The Shipping Fed-
eration was an international blackleg organisation. The
blacklegs who came to Belfast had smashed a strike
in Hambutg a month earlier. When the Belfast strike
they were to travel to Antwerp to smash
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nother strike
When these big guns, led by Gallagher, Managing
D r of Gallaghers tobacco factory and Chairman
BSA letermined to fight, the smaller com-

. | the ¢ authoritics fell into line, In
M - kers drove the blacklegs from the
P I military guards were introduced.

nger stop the blacklegs working,

alling the carters out on

hips could unload at the

ers had to run the gauntle

treet. Carting soon ceased.

extremely hesitant in the face

[ wh - , rapidly deteriorating situation
lhey had used force before in sectarian confrontations,
but in this case they were threatened by a purely labour
dispute, most of the strikers were Orangemen, they had
the active support of many Catholic workers, the ship-

vard workers, and they were led by a Catholic. Black-
leg carters were being attacked in places as far apart
as Divis Street, Sandy Row and the Ravenhill Road,
indeed on the Ravenhill Road the police had to baton
charge rioters.

By July 12 at least 5000 workers in the City wene
affected by strikes. At the Independent Orange Onder
demonstration a collection was held for the strikers.
and in the following week strike meetings were held in
Sandy Row, Ballymacarrett, on the Falls, on the
Shankill and in York Street. In the face of this united
stand by the unskilled workers of Belfast the authorities
were first unwilling to act, and then, when they did
prepare to act, found that their instrument of 1
the Royal Irish Constabulary, would not act for
The fateful decision which finally precipitated

.
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~ waggon- f s going to the
e jon of a ﬁdm EE} consiables

ane indeed. of course on that basis it would

1 s entire strength of the RIC to protecl
ic 10 lﬁl.;i from Belfast harbour and the Railway

The were overcomplacent putting this kind
Fain ont & force which had ils own grievances.
there had been two commissions of
“Enguiry into the conditions of the constabulary, but in
B Words of the “Constabulary Gazette”, one made
Selird  recommendations that have never been pul
5 effect the other, confmed 1o Belfast, has been
kep the state as a secrel document” Policeman’s
Sy in Belfast varied fro £78 to £62 16s. pa. That
m:. s g week down to 24s., a wage marginally
I'ﬁh‘ than that of the best-off dockers #nd cariers
Bt policemen were cxpecied 1o live in respectable
e of the city, they had to pay their own tram
fares on the way to duty (this affected very seriously
Suburban constables drafted nlo the oty dailv to deal
il the strike disturbances). T sUp-

The police were
if they were on continuous duty

r o get Is exira if v
Sor more than 8 hours, but complained that they were

ieonlinually being taken off duty after 71 hours 10
void this payment. It was against this background
Mhate “More Pay" movemenl had been flourishing

Sathe ranks of Belfast police for some time,
INEhe strike leaders made several references to the
fponditions under which the police were working.  As
iy &8 July 7. d visiting spesker from Birmingham,
Nones. commenied ar a Belfast Socialist Society
g on the Custom House Steps “‘the police them-
vhad been badly overworked from 6 in the
ng 1l 11 and 12 at night, and he saw no reason
they should not bind themselves into u Trade
% On July 17 Larkin said “the police were
18 hours a day without any extra pay, and
d go on strike too—only they dared not”.
police would not have heeded the strike
had not been for the all-embracing nature
ke movement itself. They dared w do
they would not, because the more
s, the more they were jeered by
nt workers alike. When a local
efully in the midst of any
indeed its loyalty is

- lic - ranks were of course

e

the palice
undoubtedly one of o
movement, perhaps a wrote o
B
Belfast for the L Vs what they terr
the gross ncgl:ctp?:rsf duty by the police force
citv in not attacking and g the unfortu
strikers who are merely looking for justice from °
employers” “the strikers are as ourselves, ing
better their conditions, and if we work logether we
will wring from the government what 1 trust the
strikers will soon wring from the cqpnmllﬂ&—mm_
pay”. “Willing to Strike” wrote again on July 16,
in sarcastic vein, “of course we should slaughter all
hefore us to seitle this strike for the capitalists, who
hate us as much as their unfortunate workmen. When
thev failed to turn the strike into a sectarian business
they thought it would be a good idea if they got the
police and ‘strikers’ into conflict™.

A further letter from “Willing to Strike™ appeared
on July It told how the RIC officers were doing
“all in their power to humiliate the Belfast police in
the eves of the public by turning them into ‘blacklegs’
—to please their fricnds the capitahists. They tried
o make us accept tea from these companies, and
put us under an obligation to these “English sweaters’,
but we indignantly refused to sell our independence™.
In an editorial published on the same day the *“Irish
News'" gave extracts from other letters it had received,
one ncluded this ='|§|‘|IT'IL".';L' passige it is thIﬂEfUI
to see a uniformed peace officer sitting under the
funnel of a ‘Puffine Billy' or taking the other side
of the car to the driver and getting hooted and jeered
at through the streets. Walking after the prohibited
waggons is bad enough, and sometimes one has 10
run a little"

Some policemen, aware of the unhappy nature of
their role on the streets of Belfast, went on to analyse
the role of the RIC in Ireland as a whole. The
“Irish MNews" editorial on the 22nd included the
following extract from a letter: ** ... we have never
shirked any task imposed on us, no matter how
odious it might have been; vet we do not get a living
wage. We have made evictions possible from Donegal
to Cork. We have left nothing undone that was
demanded or expected of us. We regret our past
misdeeds”. “‘Slave”, writing on the same date, said,
“The RIC were not established and armed to palic
Ireland but to soldier it. They were establishe
garrison to enable those abitrary rulers and land
to impoverish, enslave, and wring rack-rents fi
the poor unfortunate people of this country—our fat
und grandfathers. These tyrants and la '
the indirect employers and masters of
These masters have nearly all fl it
land legislation, and the few

G by |
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ng 1o Strike" explained in an cloquent statement
> Fesistance on July 16, how policemen should
_against the strikers. “Do our duty in
- manner; do nothing we can avoid. We
10 charge a crowd of “strikers’ by our
cannol make us strike them! We
noters, for there is no one so
see. In a thousand ways we
@ farce. This is our only

force to escort mgn:-t\;lrn_gggﬂs:
from July 19 sparked off the mutiny. On that day
Constable William Barrett was ordered by Distriet
Inspector Keaveney to share the cab of a waggon with
a blackleg. Barrett refused, Keaveney appealed to H
Constable Waters who ordered Barrett to do a5 S
told. Barrett again refused and was suspended. #

later disciplinary proceedings Keaveney expls
instructions he was following. “Mr
ployer) told me that Mr. Morrell
missioner of Police) promised him th:
sit. with the driver of this motor™

The use of the police




8 Barrett, dispensing with the legal niceties of the
dispute, explained in a letter (o the “Trish News pub-
" lished on August 8, afier his dismissal I':-n_n the force,
MThe precipitating cause of the police strike and the
L subsequent trouble leading to the importation of 6,000
Neoldiers into Belfast was due to the unwarranted con-
duct of the Acting Commissioner (Morrell) in having
entered into an alliance with the railway companics
and masters in order to defeat the carters and dockers
im securing the rights they are fighting for™.
B Even the “Constabulary Gazette” supported Burrett
Setand. this time on purely legal grounds. thev
mented: “In the first place if a policeman was necessirny
be should have been a uniformed man; and i the
gecand place there is, we are informed. an order with
Swhich the officers ought to be familiar. to the effec
that members of the RIC are directed not to sit with
an obnoxious person when on protection duty, but
tather to drive on a vehicle behind them™
Barrett's suspension was merely the final straw,
ke days earlier on July 16, “Willing to Strike™ had
ed that trouble was brewing: “In a short time
lar will be sent to each of vour barracks giving
nstructions how to act. In the meantime keep
iihdon't get into unnecessary conflict with the
: subscribe as much as vou can for their
and say nothing. Your officers will be against
is movement and will look for victims."
reular was published in the “Irish News” on
The body of it ran as follows: “Comrades
| to the letters which have recently
the public a]frtss and the feeling of indig-
We are aware prevails in our midst,
injustice which are lately hecoming
espotic rule which prevents us from
~We cannot refrain any longer
d to “the exhorbitant cost
icult duty which we have to
that the time was now
r forth :jliﬁmﬂnﬂ;is

be s e

rades you are not requi 301 undert
or injurious 1o r io press Al
wiﬂinjg to assist !;?auu F|Tlll that is required is ju
and no body of men have remained so long wi
patiently for this as the police have™.
The circular gave detailed organisational arrange-
ments for a delegate meeting to be held at Musgrave
Street Police Station, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, July 24.
“On receipt of this circular you will please hold a
general meeting at each station. An intelligent man
will be appointed to represent the parly, who will
enquire carefully into the views of the men, and note
same for the information of the general meeting. This
man should be appointed by his comrades, he will
sign first, the remainder of the party to sign after. Then
the list of names should be taken possession of by the
selected man." The representatives were (o bring
“their list of names, also a summary of views".
The resolutions to be proposed at the meeting
WEre: —
. A rise of pay of ls. per man.
2. That our pension on leaving be
three-quarters of pay.
3. To appoint a solicitor to draw up a petition in
legal form, and submit same to His Majesty's
Government

caleulated as




orning of the mecting “Willing to Strike™
the “Irish News”. He reported that the
circular “has been seized in a number of
by those in charge on its arrival and submitted
‘Commissioner™” and went on: “Comrades, hold
' in Musgrave Street Barracks, as suggested,
' "pot permitted to hold it there, march in a
body 1o Queen’s Square and hold it there™.
“That night between 200 and 300 men defied the
’ ban and went to the meeting held in the reading
m at Musgrave Street Barracks. An “lIrish News"
& er attended the meeting and gave a full account
of the ings (“IN", July 25). The room was
grammed to the doors, but before proceedings could

: 8 Head-Consiable appeared and said that the
Smeeting was banned. The men shouted, “We will
"hold the meeting”. Barrett said, “Let all the men
“who are with us stand here” pointing 10 a corner—
“several men moved to the corner to the accompaniment
©f deafening cheers. Then from the stairs came a
ishout of “Attention!” The men stood 1o attention
‘and the Head-Constable entered followed by Actine
Eﬂﬁlmsﬂonﬂ Morrell. Morrell asked angrily, “What
WS this men? What is this I hear?” There was no
answer. Morrell ordered *“All the men with three vears'
iservice fall in outside.” There was no answer. He
m asked a constable, “What service have vou?"
“Seven years™ came the reply. Morrell then ordered,

".H . s -
“All men of 20 vears' service come forward.™ Shouts
‘came from the assembled men. “Not one man of

Bo forward.” “Not one of ye don't.” Morrell
ceeded 1o walk round the room threatening indi-
men.  Barrel then spoke up, “Let no man,
L man tell his service to anvone, We are here
08 meeting. Why should we be prevented from
a meeting? It is a5 much our right as any
m in this Eitj". Don't allow yourselves 1o
M we can’t hold & meeting here we can hold
But in any case vou mus stand together.
Ner comrades and all will be well” Morrel]
Barrett and ordered. *“Constable,
L. Barren replied, “No, T will not,
“Clly_properly in warning these men
nee. I will nol.” Morrell and Distriet
rushed forward 1o arrest Barrett, they
Har, the constable next to Barreit
went down on the floor. Morrel|
e McGrath and declared him
ed, “I don't care about
@5 good a livin

outside that yﬁm the street. Don't :
grace of the policemen of Belfast—I am going
my office. Appoint five men amongst you and
let them confer with me there. 1 give you ten
to consider this." The men to this, met
and made arrangements to see him n three
later on Saturday evening. Morrell issued a

ment on Friday, July 26, admitting that he had

to see the men. *1 have agreed 1o hear the views of
the five men selected on Wednesday last tomorrow
evening at my office and no more men are to atlend
unless I send for them™ (**IN™, July 29).

The “Irish News™ account of the Wednesday night
meeting created a sensation. The Tory Press dismissed
it as Mationalist rumour-mongering. The “Northern
Whig” for example, describing the incident in which
Morrell was knocked down, said: “All that happened
was that his foot was trodden on'" Barrett, defying
police - regulations, wrote to the “Irish News™ on
Julv 27, under his own name, confirming the “‘Irish
News™ account and the “'Constabulary Gazette™ des-
cribed the scene accurately “when physical force was
resorted to resistance followed. County Inspector Morrell
was knocked down and both he and Mr. Clayton were
driven from the room; tables and forms were overturned
‘and the police cheered defiance to all authority.™
Tom Sloan, Independent MP for South Belfast
and prominent in the Independent Orange Order raised
the matter at Westminster on Thursday, July 25, the
day after the meeting. The authorities did not yet con-
sider the sitlwation serious.  Augusius Birrell, Secretary
for Ireland replied “'there is some dissatisfaction on
the question of pay, but full consideration will be
given to any legitimate complaints”™.

The serious nature of the police unrest became clear
on Saturday, July 30, Morrell had asked to see five
men, but by mid-afternoon many groups of policemen
could be seen making their way to Musgrave Sireet
Barracks. They had to push their way through a
dense cheering throng of strikers for it was clear to the
strikers that something was afoot. That morning it
had been announced that Barrett was suspended for
writing to the press, and that any gathering at Musgrave
Street was banned. .

Despite this more than 500 and perhaps as many
as BN policemen arrived to pack the courtyard at
the barracks. Barrett marshalled the men into ranks
six deep. They represented a broad cross section of
rank and file policemen in Belfast. A Unionis

il :

slate-

Councillor, Frank C. Johnston told the “Telegra
(Monday, July 29) that the gathering was not °
parly (i.e. sectarian) nature at all, as he s
meeting members of the force repres

religious denominations’. Althnugh



FJames Connolly

JAMES CONNOLLY (1868-1916) born in Edinburgh of a Co. Monaghan
father, was Commandant-General of the Dublin Division. He was a mem-
ber of the Military Council and Provisional Government. He founded the
Jrish Socialist Republican Party in Dublin in 1896. In 1903 he emigrated to
the U.S.A.. but returned after seven years. With Fadraic Pearse he led the
main Insurgent force from Liberty Hall to the G.P.O. Severely wounded
during the fighting, he was taken after the surrender to Dublin Castle. Des-
3 pite his condition he was executed—sitting on a chair—on May 12th, in

Kilmainham Jal.




d the mﬁ"m his Citizen
v we join in this fight
Volunteers, But hold
succeed, those who are our comrades
v be compelled to fight tomorrow.™
srspaded Connolly to join in a fight with
regarded as potential political enemics”
answer this question it is necessary 1o
iafly the evolution of his ideas, particularly
perning the post-revolutionary form of society.
differ from those held by other political parties
nd and are thoroughly anarcho-syndicalist.
Bme born on the Sth of June, 1870. in the
small market-town of Clones in Couniy
of working-class parents. j
\early life but we may safely assume that he and
members of his family were not strangers to hardship
gmemployment and that these factors prompied
8 fo emigrate to Edinburgh, the Scottish
an aflempl to improve their lot
fime was under the legal age for work but ns
8 he got 2 job as a printer’s devil with the o
ping News” until he was spotted by '
pector and the firm
imext worked in a bakehouse and in oa
Bthen left for Glasgow where he settle
before moving 10 Perth where at the ag
-one he was married to Miss Lillie Reynold:
s meanwhile, had been disabled in Edinburgh
ihe news reached Connolly he returned home
work as a dustman with Edinburgh corporation
Ethis period he became interested in poli
o attend meelings of the Social Democriliv
The SDF eventually nominated him
date for St Giles Ward and since he |
ied o pive up his emplovment in order
e nomination his subsequent defeat at the
i him lo take up other work and we
f him working as a shoe-maker but when
& of the SDF suggesied that he return to
‘10 help develop the socialist movement
iy agreed. So in 1896 he returned
8t another change of occupation,
las a navvy and a proof-reader,
ience with the “Evening News"”
elpful to him in the latter occupation,
first issue of the paper with
become forever

Very little is known

wis forced

New York that brought hin
whom'mpkhr an important
political thinking.

On arrival in America Connolly joi
Labour Party and was soon elected to th
of the party which was headed by |
American syndicalist Daniel de Leon. Tt
appropriate 1o note at this point that on the fss
of political activities there 18 a marked diff
in viewpoint between syndicalist practice in
countries as compared with Anglo-Saxon count
In the USA or Britain syndicalists may regard political
parties as a necessary evil and may be prepared to
use them as a means (o an end but this is not the
case with, for instance, the French syndicalist. The
carlv French syndicalists rejected all forms of political
activity regarding it as a waste of time and asserting
that those who became involved in it would inevitably
become part of the system. The trade union, they
falt, ought 1o carry oot the political education of ils
own members with the sole aim of overthrowing the
date by means of the zeneral strike.  After the revas

wion parliament and representation by geographical
abolished so why waste time in traim

administration of the factories woul
w the workers themselves and syndicates
ald run the educational system, syndi=
the health service and 50 o0 De Leon,
ed in the organisation of a political

Ilv enined much valuable experience

wned a great deal about trade
s an organiser for the Industrial
Vorld

y Treland in 1910 and in 1911 he went
and district organiser of the
{ and General Workers' Union. -"'thl:Fd-
vis time he published his manifesto of the Sacialist
Party of Ireland which ought to make inlcmx‘ﬁng_rﬂq:'_liﬁ

me Irish politicians who claim 10 h:‘:_mﬁplr
Flections on a lerritorial basis would
cease under socialist form of society he said and
he administration of affairs will be i the hands
of representatives of the various industries of the
nation: the workers in the shops and factories will
arpanise themselves into unions each union cOMpristig
all the workers at a given indostry . . . the representit-
lives elected from the various departments of indusiryt S

will meet and form the industrial administration of a =
national government of the country . . . _
be administered by a commillee of ﬁpeﬂﬂf
from the industries and professions ﬂf+ the land.’

During his time in Belfast the mill-ov
on a speed-up within the mills and wo
were made very harsh with a number
heing introduced.  The workers
owners replied with the th

-
9
)
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Lynch Libeial Reform?

TEN YEARS AGO, Northern Irelund was a relatively quie
baclowater as far as the rest of the United
wasconcerned. True, it had just weathered a sustuined
campaign (1956-62) by the IRA, but that had failed
Bt weaken the constitutionul link hetween Great Britai
and Northern Ireland. In fact, the [RA campaign
~ which consisted of blowing up customs posts, attackin:

p : Stations, cutting down telegraph poles and hooby,

ptEpping the odd policeman, had
gty Sof the Ulster people—the resicaint of the Ulsie;

lestant in the face of such “terrorist provocation™, and
refusul of the Ulster Cutholic 1o support  the
vities of such *evil men". Some scores of these
EVIL men™ were imprisoned (without tria].
: @m_q_n one really minded), and when it came (o
o release them, even the Northern Irelund

Party, in the shape of David Bleakley (now

;gf_Enmmunitr Relations—197] stvle) was

Ki

of course,

demonstrated the

1ng A0l dnd came
" Internees.

Lord Brooke-
[reland
during
He handed over

ne clever young
rence O'Neill, thus @iving
uvean-riche Upsian called

wlinis Rl

| = | Wl k LYY S n nge NDAdck

since
1943,

riern

erlric farm

- t
bitiie LLF 43000 03]

i

s didn’t the advice given

’ und was =oon 10 be seen
Roman Catholic convents and photographed
shaking the hands of nuns and generally givine the
impression that Roman Catholics were almost human.
This, mark you, despite the fact that he had hitherlo
been prepared to play the dutiful Protestant and inserted
such ads. in the local paper as;—

lo him by his wiser predecesso

“Protestant  Girl required for housework.
Apply to, the Hon. Mrs. Terence O'Neill
Glebe House, Ahoghill, Co. Antrim. ™

L

=




prepa
“stony desert of
: _pmlmsed land uf an

ey, was a . loud-mouthed
5 and bigoted. He knew
liked—the titillation of fornication
the bible. laced with modern analogics o
‘Rome and its political alter ego, Irish
—and he was prepared to give it to
“was to be the passport to political success.
reatened (o lead a march of outraged lovalists
the 19562 election campaign on the headquarters
i Republican Labour candidate, who had the
ery to display the Irish tricolour in the windows
; hnadquartm'ﬁ Since the headguarters were
jfited in the heart of the Catholic ghetto. the incident.
by the police who did the job for Paisley by
g anlo the house with axes and removing the
fending flag. led to the outbreak of the Divis Strec
5 (1964). These were the H]'."I rints that Belfa
experienced for thirly vear
" Paisley’s political star was in 1I1L~ ascendan:
tneeded now was a means of showing 1Ulsi
& Unionist than the of
mists.  This opportunily came with O'Neill’
o transform the cruder aspects of re
ination into a less overt form which was m
ing with the requirements of modern capital i
ent. His reformism was underlined by the emero
the Civil Rights movements in Nort |~*|r| [reland

Ir:EJ'IJl'mg the mid-sixties, a group called the Camy
.~ Social Justice, based in Dungannon, I::.-.f 3

iduously collecting the numbers of Catholics en
yed by the local authorities and com paring i o
pportion of Catholics in the same arca " his
used to determine the amount of discriminati
he: same time g I'L['ﬂl['!'ILLIH fronl oreanisation
I'.he Wolle Tone Society, with the backine of
munist Pﬂr[\-‘ began h: r_||u. uss the sog 1- nd
-up in Northern Treland. Tn 1t l:. the
dreland Civil Rights Association was set-up
{ tcsﬁll of the coming together of these srouns.
hgsed on the constitution of the Fnelish
“ I "for Civil Libertics. It was libera
.g s tIJ'I'Ild and afraid of 'CU:I'[fFﬂIHdLJHIl
ngly when one considers the CP's in-
A's main activity in 1h¢k.:: days was
ements. They were given an oppor-
ore when, in August. 1968, they
: h from Chalisland to Dun-
the corrupt allocation of
march was planned for
by the local Housing
g was mmed in

s
effect thus: scenes had on th

workers and students who had
that day, and came face to face
“law and order™ in the shape of .
across the skull

Some of the marchers were already pohhm‘tl;r
with a coherent political philosophy-—some of
even carried a Commitiee of 100 banner on the mare

—but most had never thought seriously about politics
The most common attitude

or the nature of the state.
was one of vague liberalism. The Ir..mﬁfnmmtmn of
this vague li beralism inlo conscious libertarianism, and
the widespread support which libertarian ideals received
subsequently, was a phenomenon hitherto unknown
in MNorthern Ireland,

Stunned—iterally—hy the r-nh.,-,, action, the group
licked its collective wounds and in the bus on the way
back to- Belfast decided to try to get some kind of

protest underway in Belfast. It was decided to haold a
march in Belfast from the University to the City Hall:
1 the following Wednesday afternoon.  Fifteen hundred
nle. mainly students, assembled at the Universitys

Ly Hall led through Shaftesbury
Low,  As such it was considered
¢ Reverend Paisley decided
tration to prevent the “holy

by “republicans, rebels;

isual function in re-routing
square. By the time the
ar of the City Hall they
barrier in Linenhall Stréet.
of the City Hall for a
), Unable to proceed further, the
1 for about four hours, then
versity, frustrated at  ther
simple protest meeting dug

il e




"D'Ia}':l_ﬂwrit}- was 1o
be delegated to sub-committees
. and which were to he suhject
A committee for co-ordinating
was elected on this basis and the
for eligibility was that one should be
_ is politically unknown and uninvolved.
peaple elected to this committee, two have

degree of notoriety—Mr. Kevin Boyle
Miss Bernadette Devlin.

e followed a series of nightly meetings of in-
ble length. though the adrenalin-induced fever-
of the participants gave them energy enough to
with the physical as well as the emotional demands
eir involvement. At the second or third meeting
e was decided upon which would encapsulate
esires of those involved to achieve a libertarian
point in contrast to the repressive nature of the
i The name selected was the People’s Demacracy
it while the intent of the PD at that time was (o
ple involved and oppose the non-participation
t population which passes for democracy, their
political outlook was limited to reformism

As an early leaflet states: —

“The mainygﬂal of the movement is the achievement
. :-.'.'ﬁ:-m l'igI'IES. SpEEiﬁL'Hil}' our rl'.."l: stated demands
Bese were: One man—one voie; fair boundarics:
on need: jobs on merit; repeal of the Special
IWers Act.) The movement is committed also
e principle of non-violent action.”

Despite the innocuous naturc of these demunds. in
orthern Treland context they were revolutionar
18 more they were being made by a group which
(across the sectarian divide as well as the political
'"wﬁ'?! Catholics. Protestants (and Jews and
socialists, nationalists, republicans and liberal
. Because of this they achieved widespread
¥, and soon acquired a facility in controlling

'E!:lj'_mvﬂqmg the manipulative process which
—gﬂﬁ‘u‘ independent reportage.

D advanced from heing o simple protest
: of militant campaigners for civil rights.
iblicity demonstrated their recognition
' E_,mqlmum_r:atiuna Tourist posters
™ slogans had the word “faseist"
iate place, Post-cards advertizing

were over-printed with pictures

educational policy was needed. “T
to Inform the People) was an attempt to start a
on civil rights among the people, of all
classes, to point out the injustice existing
in Northern Treland. To hammer this point he
—that injustice is not confined to Unionist co
areas—we chose Newry as a start. Successful pu
meetings were held. However, when we continu
the PIP eampaign in Armagh and Dungannon, physical
violence was used against us and the meeting either
harassed or broken up. i
Behind this statement lies the fact that, confronted
with an opposition group which was not Catholic,
and which indeed was prepared to attack Catholic
corruption as well as Unionist chicanery, the NT Govern-

o,
e,

L B

ment reacted in the only manner it knew how, by
stirring up violently sectarian feelings among lovalists
by claiming that the centres of towns were heing
taken over by Anarchists and troublemakers, who
were Catholics in disguise, and who wished to destroy
the fabric of society.  Having succeeded in engineering
violence, the government then made its gesture.  Terence
ONeill made his “Ulster at the Cross-roads" speech,
which was remarkable from his other spesches only
i ined ‘¢ nanseating platitudes and
homilies to the namoraph than usual

) | righ ips were taken in by this and

' B government,  This was
pa here the conservalive in=
fluence of John Hume later MP, was making itself
felt in the Citizen’s A mittee. The PD refused
to participate in this ¢ amd said that O'Neillls
S5-point reform package § an attempt to gull the
people and delay reform. However a march in Belfast

1o Stormont—on December 14 was cancelled.  Thig
was due to two factors: (a) the liberal Unionists and |
“moderates” believed that with O'Neill's assurances, j

the civil rights movement was now unnecessary and
should disband: and (b) more importantly, the open
nature of the PD organisation, where anyone who
attended @ meeting was automatically 4 member and
entitled to vote, meant that the movement was subject
to being flonded by people hostile to its aims who, o
would use their votes to distort the policy decisions
being taken. o
This is precisely what occurred over the Deccmhﬁ'fﬁ '
march. The University Unionist Club “the Cuck
Club™ managed to pack the meeting with their
porters and on a close vote, the march was ¢
off. At a later meeting however, a further mar
arranged, this time covering the 75 miles from
to Derry. The story of that march, t
harassment, the police partiality, i
highly organized ambushes at Burn
but 1

[

#

A e




i 1o
any constituency o be
of this most constituencies
sor 1o 1969, Terence O'Neill,
an election in all his twenty-
. But this tme, therc wis

.-. d

thing differcnt.  The PD decided to put up can-
i The decision  Was reached only after much soul-

- e How, it was asked, could the PD ask people
o vote for them o put them into parliament when
~ they had been denouncing parliament as a sham and
& farce, and politicians as corrupl place-seekers? The
genuine one, and not only for the
anarchists within the PD. But the PD was nal ac‘-:i:ﬂﬂg.
jpower, mor cven parliamentary representation.  They
] i hawever that for most people, elections arc
a time when they consider politics and politicians, if
paly superficially. With their eye on the publicity and
ihe communications opportunity offered by free tele-
Mison time and postal deliveries, they put forward
@ight candidates. They stressed at their meetings and
in their pamphlets that they were nol out merely 1o
win seals.

“in the turmoil of the election campaig!
portant that we do not forgel that,

Democracy, fighting the election is only one
laciics.
Sae are conlesting seats, nol (0 join Ui I

baggers and place-seckers

pul Ol

because

-.
}

-
B

but
iwleas 1o the P :'|: il

excellem chance 1o

push home is thut we must depend on the
of the people and put no trust in Stormont.”
Already the differences between PD policy and t

NICRA were becoming apparent. The PD was be-
ginning 1o recognize that there was more, much 2
in civil rights than the mere passing of voting v oe
anti-discrimination legislation. The realisation of i,:lm
need for economic and social issues to be ruised as
well indicated the development and change from being
a liberal civil rights movement o a socialist one
The election manifesto ncluded the fn1hw.'ing pnimg;_'
. An end o repressive legislation.  Repeal of the
"_*'.pv.?u.‘i:ll Powers Act. The dishanding of the Ulster

Special Constabulary. :
The declaration of a housing emergency. A crash
housing programme.  All vacant hn1|§i|1g accom-
madation to be requisioned.  The cancellation
ilhe Housing Trust debis to the Central Banks

to allow the Trust to build more houses
A centrallv drawn up points system, based only an
need for allocation of houses, with a central boartd
wpeal.  The drafting of & housing list open
Insy the public. An end to sociil
imination in housing

westment in indusity (o provide
halt emigration. A massive
the government o0 sel up
antrol in those siales
those flv-by-night private

“m

1l I parenis (o determine
want their children lo

ransfer of responsibility for

s 10 Lll.':'!'."'\_:i,llil.;!ll':l. clected
he grouping together of

e and voluntary—starling with

| echmical colleges inlo 4 compre-
hensive system integrated on a social and religious
basis involving parents students and teachers in
the government of such schools, Cast iron guaraniecs
that there will be no discrimination in the appoint-
ment of staff and that there will be no political
indoctrination in educalion,

6. We oppose the existing agricultural policy of the
sovernment which involves the clearing of large
numbers of farmers from the land in the west and
south of the province. We want employment for
all members of the rural community in their own
area.  We feel that the situation in which a few
people control huge estates while many others barely
exist on very small holdings as unjust. We suggest
that these huge estates are broken up and used
to form co-operative farms for those small-holders
willing to move into them. o

7. We are making our demands for civil righ -
Northern Ireland. We recognize the right
people of Northern Ireland to determine the
political future. The border is no -




jon and agriculture.

: n, or liber-

_the PD itself did not

“other than a militant
‘Already though. the need 10
Jimits imposed by civil rights
itself felt. True, there was as vel
the roles played by capitalism and
and, North or South: but the clection
‘above. shows a searching and groping
‘the economic, social and political prob-
‘made Northern lreland a bigot's dream
arian socialist’s nightmare,  They show as
e 10 extend the same freedom which existed
own organisation to the society at large,
le conlrol over their own lives In

Sthrough a system of workers control, in edu
The implications, or methods
smentation, had not been thought through. but
arian concepts central o a restructured sociely
th people controlled their own lives were pushing

mjgr flaw, if faw it be, was in the final poind
Stated that the strupele was confined o Northern
g and that the border was not an issue. This
Bbwas sewzed upon by some politically secturian
groups who cven now, more than two ;
Wse it 5= g proof of PD's pro-imperialist stance
genticism would be valid if the PD, at that stage
sdevelopment, had claimed to be a revolutionar
: nisation. 1t did not so0 declare itself wit
$969.  In February its membership, while
a0 political activity since the previous October,
0 adopt a militant stance and then find politics
gtion later. But on the border issue, they were
that the Unionist government, divided aguinst
id under pressure from Paisley on the righr,
empl 1o reunite their all-class Protestant alliance
ing the danger 1o the constitution and to the
Cansequently there was an attempt to bend over
“in order 1o placate the Protestant worke:
= him  that he was not being inveigled into
“the blue skies of freedom for (he grey
Irish Republic”, that, in fact, the PD
was designed to benefit all workers and
HIOSC on one or other side of the political

B

]

Lines
Campaign  succeeded in uniting
rc than ever before, and
- 5. The PD tactic of

tionalist e

of PD, with old republicans sharing pollin;
the results themselves where PD candid:

murkably well. In fuct one of them, Fergus W
almost did too well in South Down.  On the first

he wiis elected by nearly 200 votes. There was cons!

tion, not least among the PD workers on the count.
recount it was decided to add several spoiled voles
to the tally of Keogh, the incumbent MP, and so
held on to his seat, o the relief of the PD.
Derry, the Minister of Agriculture,

Chichester-Clark, defeated Bernadette Devlin by 9000

voles to 6,000, while in Bannside the Prime Minister won
on & minority vote against lan Paisley and Michael
Farrell.'

Back to the Streets

|'|'.'.'-IEI]_§1 nsed the electi means of |:f||.|||.ir'|!:.lII
their policies o io the people, the PI) prepared
- promise and eelurn tol the
.::,‘!E'h‘. Public {Jr:’lcr
lition to the arsenal
ypposition to it by the
had starled on was
Richts Association
mnutiees decided
uld be likely 1o
e PD went
in six centres
i the Bill.  This
PD and the
pparent,  The
lects of thas | 1 I novement Were
Farrell, Eamonng N m and Cynl Toman;
who were responsible for developing the lines of
soctahist thought & la Marx and  Connolly, and John
MeGin _ these lines should not be
oo nurrowly drawn and that the libertarian idealism
of the early PD should not be lost in a welter of
lactional disputes and bureaucracy. Marx and Connolly
were read and referred to, but not treated in the hu:-‘.ht:a
reverence of holy ikons which is common, on the
left.  Even “good old Trotters” was spoken of with
complete irreverence.  Stalin occupied a place close
to Sir Edward Carson, Sir James Craie. William of
Orange and William Craig, g

Slrecis once { the
Ymendment Bil Fhis was an ad

mn - wito ensured Lhat

Throughout the spring and early summer of 1969,

the PD continued its programme of politicizing the
rights movement, not only by its agilation on repre
legislation, but by attacks on those conservatiy
ments in NICRA who tried 1o maintain that
was non-political, and that jobs and housing h;
w;ﬂjtn i diL bl

considerable advance in its political

bepween. Februiryandibe o

. '_-|. l
In Suufi?z
Major James

f




fact that the sume problems
“Mun:u‘ladmtthn{nunnc
. with the oft-repeated Pro-
y that life in the South was a vicious
m pymenl, bad housing and
m b:,' low mxumpimnu:n'l benefits, the
] dad the interference of the Roman
- ﬂliﬂ:h m political life
i these reasons the PD marched south, crossing

hﬁ-‘r displuying banned books—by Henry Milles
Edoa O'Brien!!—in apposition to the South's
gorshn laws. The march whose route from I1..I|

M border had been banned by the Unionist Goverr

I“_ pot. had been swollen by large ¢ 1r1'||t-'-\|1-. of revi -Iu
ﬁu:} socialists and anar chist comrades from Britain
sonally, Eiii march was po I' [nl.lm

b .ﬁu e some lensons and an occasional flaring
temper. But pulilh.ul?_\ the march was very important, in-
BESRE s il foreshadowed the absolute dominance
BESoEast thought within the PD. Not that there |
e ake-over by the socialists from 1

'M uncommutied mass of the organisation, |

gt when confronted with the fu

el and economic problems which bureeone
M‘Tﬂ d[h] {h‘!"Ll['-_"I'I |."-.._'IJ'.J :l'i.' 5 .|'I~ M

ones who h d a cohere |]l .1“1 il analvsis
Situation and who could pr :i‘--n:»:.' wi
e with the anti-burcaucratic outlook of the mel
bﬂ'dup 10 the lefi, and 1o the point where they accepted
et ol PD policy, the establishment of a 32.cou
Wﬂrkm and Small Farmers' Republic

Solutions

Py ".'.'._:_ ™

__‘l-"_

An the wider context. the political situation in N
: _!lﬂil’ﬂ was hoiting up Ihuh wus another ar
BBRCE BMAEk on the Bogside at the end of April duri

which the RUIC

l'ul'-}L Into the home of Samm

- streets ﬁf Derry is a defeal for the RUC: but it

Devenncy, batoned his family g
the injuries from which he :iud.
broke owl in other areas, Dungiven,
the Ardoyne and Falls areas of
used mumu.iamn attacks on mh-__ )
demonstrations, or just out of bimd\r -mimdedness,
On July 12 Orange marches Were

usual sectarian speeches made, Ma

speaking at Money more made a \ﬁsﬁtﬂﬂmm the 1
People™s I'h:m-k..u.\ m “mg |l.m-._ a full [mw profession

: &f‘{r 3
Hﬂlut. as th

" s
LIt '.lu'-

of protest™.  Serious noting in Derry, Lurgan, Dun
given. and Belfast.  In Dungiven a man died of head
mjurtes after a police baton charge

(n July ‘.:- the PD Pplanned o hold & march j

||..| nanagh to highlight the we iy in which th

l;.'u!ullt'i W
l|"-|1:||||-.| red, the I. ‘:1.!-

h umurupl-umuu and emigration

': \} the are; . Lbhe march and all rlm:mlp of the
1| 1 1n Ferman "."‘ were bunned. On the day in question,
belore any meeting was held, individual members of

PD), carrving placards, and walking down the street
hlty yards apart were arrested. One of those arresied
ied o bland placard.  Shortly afterwards, a meeling

i which 53 people including

> arrested. At a special court

men and children were

‘manded in custody

hese incidents rendered

ipted in Derry during

\ugust 12, and
Lo Belfast,
and Ferrel
guns led com-
extremist  Prolestant
Falls, Ardoyne,

b T
d ol Els]

1were, notably

e IS

[NENE Arcas

and |

- atlacks became
Ll Ereatl oost |.|||.'
e 3
destruction by
and the
another 1,000
st of direct

LOe

dss  OMes
q [T

| | s

i |. . g

L] L MG S

The Barrel of wﬂase Gun P

i | problems * PD and the Jeft in
'-.‘I-k'lill “']-II:'-.'l i|!.ll dmm to see an end
o people being shot down in the streets wis ther
knowledpe thal in the long term the presence of the
mulitary could only muke the sitoation worse.  'This
was shown in leaflets which were issued in Derry and
in Belfust. In Derry the opening sentence of the
broadsheet stated, "The arrival of British troops on

Afainst

I3 for us.,"" The Belfast leaflet asked:
) nment put {roops into
%‘"’" that lhu miilitary

er-Clark




flnsophy of self defence.  But while the main
"of defence fell on the republicans during the
fdth and 15th, it was after that the PD came
position of dominance, mainly due to its capacity
eontrol of communications, propaganda and the
Radio Free Belfast and Radio Free Derry were
Blished and run mainly by PD. The main policy
“of the stations was to damp down sectarianism, attack
the eorruption of local Green and Orange politicians,
and put forward a solution in terms of a united working-
Sluss combining to overthrow those who had mani-
pulated them and sei them at cach other's throat, A
daily newspaper, ‘itizen Press™. was put out 1n
Belfust *Barricade Bulletin®™, written mainly by Eamonn
MecCann, was put out in Derry.  All these things were
done in close co-operation with the local republicans
until the ideological gurus were dispatched from Dublin
HO 1o lay down the “right line™ to the local units
fl seemed that the local people. in their cagerness (o
fight againsi the armed wing of the Ulniomist Govern-
ment. had foreolien the need 1o l

1o the stages theory of historical developmem Ihere-

adhere

abou

S

.
e T e

R e !
-

fore their attempts to overthrow the reactionary
regime were “adventurist”. since they were mis

out the very important stage of the “bourgeois revolu-
tion”. So with the advent of Stalinist directives, the

PD. finding its movement circumscribed, once again
asseried its own independence by establishing its own
newspaper—a weekly called “Free Citizen—which is
still running,

They also decided to break away from Queen's Unis
versily, to lose the student image and establish branches
in various centres throughout Northern Ircland. In
so doing, they transformed themselves from being a
loose organised group into a political movement with
a clearly defined political philosophy.  In the 13 manths
since then they have proved not only their determination,
dedication and staying power, bul also thal they have
not forpotten the ideals which sustained the early FD:

' injustice, destruction of political ;‘u-i\'ih:._uf
establishment of conditions  wherehy
control their own

PpRosition (o
the

AT gryetal
eople would be in a positio

hves and therr own Io ities



etant Girl" ad appeared in the “Belfast
B e & St Treland” pamahild
IN COUNTY TYRONE

Protestant  Catholic

tation Ratio 60,521 73,395

v Survevars Department 8 ]

al Staff » 22 0

" neering Department 15 3

Motor Tasation Department ;JI’ 111

IL H.IIL Rate Collectors and Clecks lﬁ 0

4 Cleaning Stafi 5 i

. Suy ted Staff 17 2
. Medical, Health and Welfare Officers 3

. ing Officers and Health Visitors i7 11

. ﬁnﬂ Staff 6 1

 Midwives and Reliefs £l \:lr

County Education Olficers
TOTAL

f9
300

DUNGANNON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Protestant Carth:
Salaned Emplovees 45
Menual Workers 52
TOTAL 07

FERMANAGH COUNTY COUNCIL EMPLOYMENT
2% of the population is Catholic

TOTAL

Protestant  Catholic
138 1

ARMAGH COUNTY COUNCIHT EMPLOYMENT
Protestant  Catholi
TOTAL

289 11

I non Rural District Council had one of the worst
records in Northern Ireland, und its allocation of
thase houses was invariably discriminatory. However, they
R then overreached themselves when they allocaled
Mnew three-bedroomed house to 8 [9-yeur-old unmirried

| 'Fh'll B & Lime when many familics in the ares v Gre
ing in hovels,

ar split up an living with in-luws,  The
thai ihe girl allocated the house happened 1o he
ey Lo solicitor Brian McRoberts, Unionist cundidate
West Belfust was, of course, coincidental A homeless
iquatied in the house” Local MP, Currie, informed
i, and went along in time 10 be teleyised,
ch (October 5, 1968) against unemployment and
involved: Derry Housing  Action
Unemployed Aclion Committee,
sition  to  the Belfast/ Derry  march,
Junior member I:‘:' the Eahi;::l, MP for
eril speechies in the two weeks precedin
€ said: “This murch is a conspiracy n%
- s whose clearly d

d aim s
tution
10 trample

: ¥ 3 : -

7 The  Broadsheet” was tur
mainly individual members of |
Cyril Toman and mysell. “No Vietor
the first of these and was written ]
The others came out daily and were i

¥ “Stages Theory.” Well beloved by our CP

It is basically a mechunistic s plication of the
of  historical  development amr ression, Lo
leudalism, capitalism, socialism, unmi#m. The CP ar
many republicans here believe that Mary stated that
general one has & bowrgeois revolution, and therefo
we must first fight for the establishment of a ha '
stafte, and once that has heen achieved, go on (o &t e
for socialism.  We reject this entirely. comsidering that 1916
was the hourgeois revolution, culminating in the 1921
Treaty. In any case it is not our job 1o do the fighting.
on bhehalf of the hourgeoisie, to putl them in power
then see them use thamt power to crush any liberiarian
movement which opposed them,

o ———id
FROM GIVIL RIGHTS TO GUERILLA WAR
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Top: Small Claymore mine nlu-:trll.jnllr. operated by
outside of the box attached to a trip wi
device, Botrom: Mail bomb, Nails |,

wrapped around a stick of pelign

as magnesium strip attached




ARRESTED in a fairly quiet arca of Belfast
iwo days after the murder by the army in
iyemall riot. of a youth, Danny O'Hagan, allesedl
Wing a petrol bomb. The incident sparked ofl
o wicious rioting all over Belfast, even in areas
fad préviously seen none, 1 was out wall
my brother and a friend not far from home wh
& picked up by the military and char
iy =behaviour, which at the time carried &
! OFY six month jail sentence.  Soldiers don'l
' Iefs or riots. By arresting us they were ahle |
i from the scene 1o which they had been
ioreements.  They vented their anger in

) arrested I was wearing my bluck badee T'hes

bt like my explanation that ihis was in mourning
nny O'Hagan *

e convicled on very thin evidence and sen-

serve six months. On appeal one soldies

10 admit that be did not actually make

which he had spenl the previous 20 minutes

Estimates of crowd size, given by the

ied from 12 to 500. We had four further

o carroborale our storv but none the less

works in much the same way as other
As Young Prisoners we were entitled
es in the first month,

er week and we were locked up
~ We suw no television, except

days o week und suffered

(a5 the other prisoners,

ng hall and spent our

equally mundane work.

August 1970

Fr

cell”™. e s
m.lll?"ur the first few weeks the
their duty to let us know our plac
we were given a few more privileges; |
§ p.m. every evening except Sunday and pay

T was then able to earn as much

Making friends was easy. A work squad very quig
becomes a gang,  Within these groups there is,
the surface at least, a strong sense of loyalty. T not
that one or two individuals could hold positions
respect.  When the dirty jobs were shared out (prisone
could often decide their own scheme) these individual
got off easy

Prisons. for some reason. abound with working class:
people.  lhroughout the rioting political manouvring
has ensured that most of the prisoners came from Gne
side of the sectarian fence. Again the heaviest Seps
people.  Consequently the
o “Protestants”™ in Belfast

il trend

S

[ences were fven o these

proporiions of “Cathalics'
Prison does nol refle

This cannot be ex: vay wholly by saying
that Catholies di sl F- the vy InNT Or 1|"|:?|l no
P ' ’ . state of alfairs
vision of the
of the

s and the prison

4497
(il

¥nliined

T TIEE

1AJOrILY

hare the same cell,
are put in the

v Mpssociation”™ the
vision, this mixing
brious in the work

ruble than others.
hem. The hours ace

e All members cf
| hall the occasional
misplaced new prisoner) are Catholies.

Fou lerm prisoners the most desirable jab 18
that of orderly.  This involves keeping the place tidy
and confiscated  tobaven,
L he other most desirable job is @ trade. “This offers
the young prisoner ihe opportunity of finishing his
apprenticeship or picking up the threads of a new
one, if the facilities happen to be available,

e dinng worksguad [BArrine

e :
wrselicking the screws for

GROUP LOYALTY

In the Young Prisoners’ Centre, while | was there,
there was only one Catholic orderly, out of a wrnover
in my time of about 20 and in the trades, when T
went in, there was only one Catholic. o

Later a young Catholic, serving cight years
possession of a firearm, was given a job. It
made clear that the reason for this was that he ¢
be watched more closely in that part of the pr
When a vacancy arose 4 young Pro L servi
months was given it in

: IRA )

fresh batch mes, itk Sl
r m i e ;




on, and he answered.
that”. He probably thought
sometime outside.  All he did
‘virtually convince me that he
the UVF (Ulster Volunteer Force
army as distinct from IRA “pro-
. fascist army).
s were always suspect. Political prisoners
s on the look out for Special I'irum*h.1 ap:l-.:s.
is from fellow prisoners who try
T ﬂ:anﬁfur themselves by arselicking the
“If they are non-political they may think that
‘pothing to lose and a lot to gain by telling
Sprisoners. While T was inside two men were
§ on separate occasions shortly after release.
w had something to lose. their lives.
'-ylbﬁiwe that there are prisoners in I
2 working directly for the Special Branch
a fellow prisoper that two men W
shunned. because they were suspected
sranted immediate discharges.
ﬂul more about the IRA in prison, through

{l\'r.’,: sl
1 Wil
[

TN Py
1115

pub in Belfast, known o be frequented by
wes. s also frequented by army intelligence
Special Branch, who ofien make no effort to
gise themselves (they don’t actually come m um
Spies are in the prison but [ suspect that mosl
i are genuine convicts either arselicking o

CAL ACTION IN PRISON

probably all prisons the inmates are treated
ntempt. It is impossible for a prisoner o make
and, unless suffering from something very
v serious, impossible w0 get adequate
tion.
ine protests were made by the prisoners.
a group of prisoners refused to take
24l on the grounds that it was inadequate.
They were all locked up and asked
wanted to make u complaint.
' were brought before the Board of
s impartial non-political hench-
it was found o be groundless
pnfined to their cells without

working out in the

weather without # place, he declared, he would
led for. He had a fow good hooks, Itis the
one friends of all paries
.'ll'[‘_". 1 ., 'f;r‘ _1 -

: ‘-SH"_'I!:B-
weeks the doctor diagne :
the fourth week he discovered
broken. The voung man re _
but by that time his hand was irreparably

Again another friend had his wrist
incident with a screw. He moved from
meal time without permission. The screw
plavful animal. pulled out his baton and s
man on the wrist.  This was in front of about
wilnesses.

The man insisted on making a complainl bul was’
told that if he did so he would be punished, for makin
a eroundless complaint.  He was offered an already™
typed statement to sign, accepting most of the blame
for the incident. No complaint was made.

SCREWS

nol animals.  The one involved in this
never noted for brutality, he was™ just
Many screws just carry on, making thems
feeling good by being a nuisance and
ing somebody,  But brutality is a fact:
isoners badly beaten.  On no oceasion
nvthing worse than a punch oni the
:een many prisoners being Kicked in
¢ testicles and the head, beaten with
whipped with the strap of a baton.
“a real hangup for tidiness. but take
n wrecking cells, throwing beds in the
over the cell, beds and all and
helongings everywhere. | qulre
happen to the same cell three Lime in
one day despite the fact that prisoners must gthays
keep their cells spick and span with the ﬂmrls shining.

Several times in the four months of my incarceration
various politicians visited the prison “to investigate
allesations of poor conditions”, Ex-prisoners had dared
to allege brutality, sickening food. inadeguate clothing,
broken windows in many cells and inadequate saniary
provisions.

Everyone should unde

SCrews
incicient

-II'-l
Wil
1]
LTS NS
ymally hur
1AVE SCEMN M
e ¥
but I have
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rstand that the people from
slums are used lo such things. Such people do not
mind shitting in poes and sharing a toilel w:th_:?ﬁ!_
other prisoners and such people, even if they Work in
the kitchen, would not wash their hands anyway,
if the facilities were there. _ :
Politicians of all parties found the alle
be groundless. The leader of the main (
party at Stormont, Social Democratic and La
MP Mr. Gerald Fitt declared, “1 was
see no hint of sectarian friction’.
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i : mde £6 mi]hun
~£1.ﬁ‘85'i}ﬂﬂ out o their

workers' case was that for a
atitis was an accepted occu-
Bir MEeagre w of £13 16s, plus
v]indn’t been :.mqﬁi for 20 }'Li?:ll
iate for a 40-hour week. A massive
threatened redundancies and
an end (o overtime on which the men depended
er to make a living wage. They negotiated for
‘week rise. The company offered 50s. L was
d. The Labour court approved the offer with
pviso that another pound a week be payable
m 15t June. The strike was on.  The Irish Transport
nd General Workers Union behaved despicably, as
dthe ATGWU. Only £5 a week was |".|=xl ol i'n
ke pay, and very little effort was made (o blac
all cement coming into the South, which wo |Il by
ided the strike considerably sooner than eventu Iy
ired. The strikers themselves, assisted by other
kers in sohdarity with their cause did
g0y 8,000 tons of cement which were hi-jucked
pus fimes when scabs attempied to bring it o
border.
. In the North the PD was the only

P B

el |

nvelved following contacts with the striker:
collected in both Armagh und EL-Z'..~
s and leaflets distributed in both towr
ibuted at the border to would-be scabs, S
es appeared in the “Free t.u en'’, bu
Wore on more :Hlll more  scabs e Lne d
ioNtake advantage of the cement shortage |
Anyone with a lorry could make him
S60 mile drive. Various small port:
ited by cement-carrying ships, Following re|
from the strikers and the PD the Belfas
agru:d to black all cement coming in, but the
on through the small ports of Cushendun
:I.'I}E Ardglass. The PD beean holding meetings
fewns and were well received, even in Kilkee
I-known Paisleyite /UVE stronghold.
8 16 the PD went down with & group of
iple to hold another meeting on the pier i
“Where they had been informed by locals that
be unloaded. A previous meeting had
ended by local people and there had been
only 30 went along. The PD marched
and to set up the loudspeaking
10t of the scabs. There were only
about, leaning indolenlly against
people gathered around the car
acnt-carrying lorry accelerated
e of them to jump for
W 2 stone al Lhe departing
. and  suddenly

into the tender. A fi‘n ﬁmﬁamw

mmmmrmgmg
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the charge was and where he was
was seized by an hysterical Inspector

and thrown in also. DI Campbell l}u:n-
to go berserk and ordered his men to “get stuck i
to the people standing beside a pile of fish bo

Without the hated TV cameras 1o record their
and games Lhe riot squad were obviously intent on a
bit of revenge. 425, Trevor Litle (known j ;
to his friends as *‘the beast’) completely lost control
and assaulted three bystanders before he was hauled
off by less zealous colleagues, and Sergeant Ferguson
and Tnspector McFarland excelled themselves with
“zest”. Within four minutes 15 PD members, including
iwo girls had been arrested.  Brown arrived at the
tender and pointed at the prisoners saying to his
grinning underlings 'ﬂu.L t man and charge him™,
[he lack of control of the police and in particular
their officers sur m.\.l even the hardened velerans
amongst the ranks of the demonstrators; When
DI Campbell was M-ul !-a a speaker why people were
bemg arrested he screamed “why don’t you all go down
south where you belong™”. None of the demonstrators

EEEEL S

local sty where
Dermot Kelly
tear his balls ol

w Segt. | le he was being held by five
W rrested |.11ll:ii'-;|1.‘ the

altered
charge,

¢ o the
nedical reatment

1) charge which was

the commonest
uli I'he two girls and
wed bail, the tuken fo

to Bangor in the mornmng
ntly granted aller guarantess
as well that most
didn't have £170

rest

UCE (Ir was

their bail zince the PD

it was held in front
_ announced  himself
arpitude of the prisoners in
rdvance saying that the police “had informed him that
the w mJ ‘pigs’ and ‘corrupt court’ had been found
writlen on a speclator’s bench during the three day
trial”. The PD were ably defended, for free by
Paddy McCrory, Ulster’s nearest to a4 people's lawyer.
However, he was unable to be in the court for all
the cases since it was held miles away in Downpatrick
and his deputy was abysmal. Not that it mattersd
really. Despite the admitted perjury of various con-

stables and one inspector—whom McCrory crucified
in the box, to the dismay of the 70 police who t'fﬂ'i'u"dﬂl
into the small court to intimidate the wilnesses—a

local man who agreed to give evidence was imme
summonsed himsell—Walmsley lived up to his |
tation. The class nature of the verdicts were in
also. The two teachers were muui. the
were fined and eight workers '
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ing up. Walmley, a RM whom
_on the morning of the trial and giving
 gren't you in court this morning?”
fhart. “You have (o catch me first,
 was the rejoinder. which, however ap-
ot have done his co-defendants any good.)
was on. Within a week PD members
. facing over 100 summonses for
e from squatting to picketing and cven
moned for drinking after hours. We replied
Carticles on police perjury and invitations 1o
in the “Free Citizen” and unflattering references
Albert, but we detcrmined not fo forget the
St strike.  One condition of continuing bail had
an undertaking not to go back to Ardglass an
" o the campaign was ewitched. In addition 1o {rying
o find the £400 needed for oulstanding
:: inued picketing and leafletting.
B Far no other reason than to harass
B8 official complaints concerning police brutal
ine as it happened—were made. The
;‘ _;ﬂh officer who conducted the “impartial™ @
I subsequently admitted that it had
o m man hours.
I However. in Armagh, the peace was dish
& Strange phenomenon, Within the course of |
o fewer that 21 lorries owned by cement s
BMEriously combusted. Worse still, at the time the
fire bricade were at the other side of the |
Fwith anonpymous and malicious phone
eatly police have told claims tribunals 1l
believed the fires to be the work of a “well-known
“group of political troublemakers™. but thit
s had been apprehended—an incredible admission
“incompetence.  Compensation s hard to oblain
les: ﬂ can be ]lll'l.‘l‘r[.'d that three or more |‘u-|1:--
r&s?ﬂn'b]c for the conflagration. A certain
pber® Duffy. himself a former PD member. gave
A pathetic figure. the plumber had been
giastic member until tempted by the big profits
ped by scahbing he had taken his lorry on
“run, claiming to be *‘checking up on local
‘had been expelled. somewhat forcibly
PD HO down a long flight of stairs.
he could considering the circum-
have been at PD meetings when
es of local lorry-owning scabs
_that the speaker had said
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nes
ihe polic

'
i

irh

e

al he was powerless 1o
h of the people”. Duffy
e ',Hﬂf}h-'-"-'l'

d:ﬁlmr%g them, but doubtless
a mighty conflagration, More
ponsible outbreak of hooliganism, whick
papers maliciously blamed upon Newry PD,
hearing cement attempted o enter Newry
unload.  Over 200 local people emerged
houses and stoned the boat out of the harbou
it was forced to return to Holland without anload
After 22 weeks the cement strike ended in part
defeat for the sirikers. They were granted
money but it was tied into a productivity deal:
cuffering of the strikers and their families had™ _
areat and the unions emerged with no credit, nor thEs
Enelish unions which refused to black the cemenl, nors

it

8 Al

the “democratic socialist people’s republic of Poland™s
which shipped most of the cement. The cament industey

| been token over by the government '.n'l.ﬂl-
8l the PD's parl In the strugele came in |

hen the appeals Were heard. These 'l‘ﬁS“]T.l!'d
Cellv being acquilted (he had got 15 monthss
lear acceptance hy RM Brown:

hat the police had been guilly of both pers

' Micky McCullough, James Ruddy

. nd Denis Cassin all got their sentences
ad susnended.  Oliver Cosgrove gol his'seven
luced o one month, Eugene Cossin-and

EL;@UFI
the Internges =
and their Families.

Money to s
People’s Democracy
Internees’ Fund
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by gl?_ﬂﬁhijse phone calls
use for a conviction now™  action, n:mlg,r one of the many cam
this harsh judgement! Ts it in in the last two vears, are several.
proven experience and thugzery  planning before demos.  Secondly, con ¢
judgement to be affected? Those who tactics.  Thirdly, the power of solidarity,
rapid mellowing are obviously forgetting dockers who blacked cement in Belfast and
s of old age. His col!eagu; RM Fox and with the strikers whose meetings we attende
was bombed last month is also a man  Drogheda and Dundalk and who supported us when we
er stuff than these terrorists! The spell in  were in court. Finally, the virtues of “self help™ aﬂ
‘Jl: 'nat affected adversely any of the PD members local initiative. ¥
aht of whom have now done time. indeed their g
' against brutality by warders has even resulted FE 3 C. (CeEMENT). \
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4 stage he was loudly jeered
arted in some haste,
e, he announced his suspension
he clearly feared that the situation
hand. He told the men “all T just
is this—let each and every one return
cks. Do your duty loyally and faithfully
ine week, and then we will hold a
Many of the men there were dissatisfied
oposal and there were cries of “Too long”
ie'll give them one hour to reinstate vou™. Barrett
*No, we will give them eight days to consider
ter and give us a definite answer.”
s told them that their petition had been for-
| to the Commissioner and that in due course
tld go before the Inspector General, a West-
sier MP (probably Sloan) had been given a copy.
E:l'rtm' n contained the demands which had been
ed several days earlier, it did however contain
last paragraph: “The urgent character of the de-
‘mands now madi by the men necessitates their being

urgently attended to, and, acting on our instructions,
e have to press strongly, and with the greatest

possible respect, for a definite assurance within a weck
that our case will be favourably dealt with forthwith.
When this was read out the police broke into deafening
Scheers, the strikers outside burst through the doors
and joined the policemen. Barrett spoke again, he
‘ﬁmmﬂi the sirikers saying “it has been alleged
that the authorities can put 10,000 men in our place
%}lt_ there are 100,000 loval union men in the _
?'rll will support us”. He then announced that the

Ly
bt ! Pﬂil'—‘ﬂ' TI'lCCI]II'Ij__' would be held on the Custom
tise Steps, and read out teleerams of supporl; that
done he asked the crowds to disperse.
olhe crowd however was far loo roused to simply
By, Barreit was chaired by constubles and strikers
carried to the Custom House Steps. Total in-
N ensued. There were calls 10 demonstrale
e the Commissioner’s house, 1o wreck the
% 10 g0 to the docks. Barrett persuaded them
violence, and they returned to the barracks.
re they went out by the pate into Townhall
L to the City Commissioner’s office in Chi-
el.  The five district delegates elecied on
ay night, including Barrett went in ac-
a l_lnionist Councillor, F, €. Johnston,
egation were informed that Assistant
‘Gamble was (o arrive from Dublin
: discuss any grievances, At
mbled within the barracks.
p.m. that Barrett reap
with Gamble. He told
He has refused 1o
t asked everyone to

— e

police suggested

preparing 1o

i i
included John Murphy, _

Alex Boyd, leader of the Municipal
of the strike leaders, and also prominen)
pendent Orange Order, and also James Sexton,
Secretary of the National Union of Dock Laboures
Despite their oratory the strike leaders from outs
proved less militant, less critical in their assessment
the position of the rebellious policemen than the
policemen themselves, Alex Boyd told them *“he hoped
that Colonel Sir Neville Chamberlain (the Inspector-
General) in whom he had every confidence would
investigate the matter to the bottom". When the heat
had gone out of the siluation, with much talk of
this kind, the strike leaders suggested that civilians
should leave, and soon after the policemen began to
disperse.

By failing to take any immediate action the policemen
had already sealed their fate. They had timed their
action to take advantage of the existing situation in
Belfast, and their sole strength lay in forcing con-
cessions while the authorities were powerless. Instead
they attempted to go through legal channels in a situation
in which they had no legal rights at all. As a result
they had given the authorities eight davs’ grace.

The Tory Press were quite aware of the position
by Monday. The “Newsletter”, which had dismissed

the whole afTair Mationalist rumour. now said,
“When we sav that these men numbered more than
5000, that they mel in defiance of orders, and that they

them hooted their officers 1t will be seen

that the situation 15 serious enough and calls for prompt
J

ind decisive action on the part of the government.™
the authorties were already moving into action.

Fhe Assistant Inspector-General arrived on the evening
Saturday, July 27, He held ralks with County

Inspector Morrell for most of Sunday. Meanwhile

officers, head-constables, and sergeants from all stations
met under District Inspectors Kelly, Gelston and Clay-
ion.  Stern tactics for dealing with the mutiny were
decided upon.  Assistance was called for from Dublin,
the decision to send in troops. which must have had
the support of Augustus Birrell, Secretary for Ireland,
was made, six new magistrates were sworn in. There
wis disagreement, however, District Inspector Kelly of
the West division resigned from the force rather than
accept a transfer.

The first troops, 500 men of the first battalion of
Cameron Highlanders and 700 men of the Berkshire
Regiment, arrived in the City on Tuesday, July 30.

These signs of impending doom had their effect on
the policemen. “Willing to Strike”, writing on Wednes-
day, July 31, said, “‘Comrades, the demon of division
Is amongst you. ‘Divide and Conquer’ is the latest
move.” Moderates were proposing to go back
square one and submit a new petition to the Insp
General.  Although caught between the auth
intent on repression, and the moderates Riq;v

something, the “More Pay" mo
On Wednesday, July 31, they send. roun
aimed at the higher ranks who were
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as the government have been
by the representations of these
Is as to the pressing character of our griev-
m the crying injustice of our case, the men
" are of the opinion that all our future representations
:ﬂﬂ communications should be direct to the res-
* ponsible minister of the crown. For this purpose
‘we require to know, are you prepared, notwith-
“standing disciplinary regulations to the contrary, 1o

the decision come to, to hold direct
communication with authorities other than the

ice authorities?”

Wnfortunately by the following day, Thursday,
WAugust |, it was clear that “‘other authorities™ were
iust as unsympathetic as the police authorities. The
‘Under-Secretary for Ireland gave the reply to the
ipetition handed in by the men the Saturday before
“His statement included the following: “Tt is impossible
' for the governmenl to eniertain a petition presented

‘under such conditions of disorder and insubordination,
i and of which the concluding paragraph is of a threaten-
ing nature.” Before any representations were heard
ihere would have to be “complete re-establishment of
discipline”. The petiion was “a serious discredit to
all the constables concerned”. Constable William Barrett
was dismissed and six other constables were suspended.
“The next day, Friday, August 2, the day before the
pext planned meeting of dissident policemen, further
blows fell. 200 policemen, most of whom had heen
ed in the trouble were told to prepare for im-
nediate transfer to distant and scattered country areas,
Saturday morning the *‘Newsleiter” reported that
ents were already billeted in Lisburn and
‘married and senior constables of Antrim, Down
uth have been communicated with and ordered
Id themselves in readiness to take duty in
when required™. The same morning the “Irish
orted that most of the men at Mountpottinger,
ield Road and Musgrave Street Barracks were to
lhat mormng.
of militancy was now clear. Barrett’s
supporters were being got out of the
‘could cause any more trouble. Any
! - Saturday demonstration knew

the police in Belfast came
rts of Ireland. At Athenry
and ag oll

ool DI ey

Belfast was packed with troops on Saty urday, Aug
The English “Daily News" described the scene:
greal industrial centre, crowded with 6,000 sol
represented an armed camp. It is impossible
imagine a dockers’ strike at Liverpool or Hull pro-
ducing such a tremendous marshalling of military
forces.” The “Constabulary Gazette” voiced the fears
that day *‘the military have been pouring into the
city, and it is no exaggeration to say that in all
sections of the population there is a reign of terror™
and |f the police and the military are set in active
opposition the result will be hell™,

A huge crowd gathered, on the Saturday afternoon
at the Custor House Steps, and at 4 p.m. Barrett
appeared io speak. He told the crowd that *No
military can make men work who are dissatisfied with
their conditions, Down with blacklegs and cheap labour
say [ whether in civilian or constabulary life,  All men
are cntitled to a living wage. Complaints are made
that we demand redress of our grievances at the wrong
time. I quite agree that we ought to have struck out
for more pay at the time of the Boer War when
there was no military force available in this country™.
Barrett had perhaps by now realised his tactical error
in not pressing home the advantages held by the polices
men. He went on to describe the police as “viclims
of a degrading system enginecred by the successive
governments in the interests of the landlord reactionaries
against the masses of the people by the manufacture
of crime”. He considered that much of the work of
the ordinary policemen involved defaining people for
offences which only landlords would consider to be
crimes, he believed that the RIC was vastly overloaded
with District and County Inspectors and in order fo
justify their existence these men aided and abetted
this “manufacture of crime".

After the meeting Barrett was chaired by the demon-
strators, and a crowd of between 3,000 and 35,000
followed him as they toured the barracks of West
Belfast. The procession went via the Donegall Road,
Upper Library Street and Townsend Street, and then
along the Fails to the Springfield Road returning by
the Grosvenor Road, % i

For all the noise and clamour the march |
achieve its objectives, the mutiny itself had b
crushed. Many of Barrett's supporters
trains from Great Victoria Street that
others dared not appear. For the first
signs that sectarian politicians,
were more interested in the
labour leaders. The "Newsle




police mutiny and the introduction
Dop! rli."ud for them the purcly national
ritish force in Ireland. The Dungannon
to merge with Sinn Fein, led by Bulmer
ater a bitter opponent of the Labour move-
the South issued a characteristic statement
Htlkd “S$or too long Trishmen have done
v work of their British masters for pay, but
f us are finding out that it pays better to be
:-lu Jreland than to sell Ireland. The RIC are
inding out at last that they are the sons of Ireland
. are the servants of the English government,
Iﬁﬂnt if they strike it won't be the heads of their
'.'hﬁllﬁ' Irishmen thev'll hit.”

The Labour leaders were far less anxious to talk
about the police mutiny than the Nationalists. It raised
difficult guestions for them. When pnl:um n in the
South and West supported the Belfast mutineers. did that
mean that Belfast strikers and mutineers were expected
o throw in their lot with the Southern peasaniry? |
strikers either fought the military or ried mutineers
were they nol in .ru-.'. :.‘1.'u.-.1.1'r!|':-_' the whole fabric of
Bobigh Rule in Ireland? No Labour leader had the
coarage (0 spell that messape out I hev 51 held
80 the belief that the sirike movement was :
soopomie and non-political affair.  But the strike h
SIS0 large that it could no longer remain non-
poimieal. The police had mutinied because of the
pressures pul on them by the strike. When Labm
deaders had nothing 1o say about the n
it die a quick death,

Ll_l‘-;'l

their supporters were simpl

topfused, and what was worst of all <o

often

days a :
on August 3, mm tm-opt
protecting blackleg carters.

Some Labour leaders did not merdystlndh)rwﬁhw
muiineers were crushed, they believed that if the
showed their lovalty to the government during the muti
they might even gain by it. Mr. Appelton, a British TUC
dcln.ne attempied 1o settle the carters’ dispute liunng
the pn]m_- mutiny because “there was a very serious
danger of a conflict between the police and military.
I felt that it would be of the greatest use 0 remove
one of the elements of danger if possible before SHIHI'{!II)'
(July 27} because then certuin steps were to be taken in
connection with the dismissal of some of the police™.
Note that Appelton considered the striking carters as
“an eclement of danger™ which indeed they were if VOu
were more concerned with” the continuing stability of
British rule in Ireland.

The episode of the police mutiny illustrates well
the main failing of the labour movement in the North,
against all the odds the workers of Belfast have
euched the brink of success. but the sreater their

success the more political guestions about the whole
nalure of society in Ireland and its control are raised.
When the labour movement flinches from those
guestions and claims to be non-political, or turns to
British Pa entary Democracy in its hour of crisis
hen ot 1 ed I 0 1 smashed In 1907 they
d to work with the police to succeed, they dared 1
N | I
) [ ymment Events
1 1 & decade Iyvpilied as that
vl I Ulster Prolestants, T nd poor, explomner, i
an iploited stood  shoulder to shoulder against an
| 11 { yopulation For those who
| ] tl . | Ullster’s lustory “'Willing
) ke's il | I 1E2rg 15 D ONg 80 I"lljﬂlzl
1= who not 5
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s THESIS Dr. Whyte stipulates
under consideration. Thl%“-mm
- 26 county state, the Republic of

ch came into being in 1922 as a reult
y. The Church in question is the Roman
1 Church—i.e. “the church of the great majority

g 26 counties™. The book has three main purposes.
y, 1o ide a general account of Church/Stute
: ons in Ireland since 1923, secondly, to provde
& more detailed examination of the most celebrated
~ episode in Church/State relations during the period
~ _the long drawn out difliculties over the shaping of
" the Public Health Act. The third stated purpose is an

attempt to answer the question “How much influence
DOES the Church really have in Irish politics™
The vears 1923-27 reveal, so far as religious values
are concerned, a remarkable consensus in Irish society,
There was overwhelming agreement between the estab-
lished parties that traditional valucs should be mam-
tained. There is. in fact, little evidence 1o suggest
that pressure from the Hierarchy was needed to bring
this about. The two major parties were: Cumann Ma
Neaedhael, later to become Fine Gael ~the Treaty
arty which accepted the British Scttlement offer aof
1923 and which subsequently became the first govern-
ment of the newly created statelet: and Fianna Fail
which initially was part of the greater Republican
movement which had refused to recognize the Treaty
on the basis that the 1916 struggle had been engendered
with a view to liberating ALL 32 counties from the
yoke of colonial imperialism (Franna Fail were later
in 1927 to become *‘constitutional” and enter parlia-
ment). Though they differed bitterly over constitutional
and economic guestions, they were certainly al one
on religion. Cumann Na Ngaedhael regulated films and
books while Fianna Fail under De Valera regulated
dance halls. Cumann Na Ngaedhael banned any literature
on contraceptives, while Fianna Fail banned thei
outright sale and import. In all this they had the
support of the third party in Irish politics, the | about

Party. The Catholic populace gave no sign of protest,
and the Protestant minority quietly acquiesced. Accord-
ing 10 Whyte the only opposition came from a coterie
of literary men, among them Yeats and George Russell,
and their influence upon the public was negligible.

In fact the acknowledgement of the **Special position™
of the Catholic church by the 1937 De Valera con-
stitution may be taken, despite the phrasing, 1o be
the culmination of this process. The 26 county slate
~appeared o bt toally committed 10 the traditional
Catholic values,

‘From the Hierarchy's point of view, the De Valera
administration was proving (o be a “model one”.
The church’s position had been underlined in the
1937 Constitution. During the 1940s it promoted the
of vocational organization as laid down in the
I encyelical “'Quadragesimo Anno™.  This indeed
remarkable record for a party whose leaders
excommunicated over the civil war issuc.
 be misleading 1o suggest that on all issues
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sl ambiguity and uncertainty.
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ST WO ing the “new anarchism™ would
taking ﬂﬁ? uncertainty about the future,
does not deny the risk; he does not, that is,

1Er,

to make the risk intriguing hy offering
sugeestions about a possible future.
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are still tied to Nineteenth Century ways o i

some cobwebs in anarch
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me more widespread. It
not be carried out by elected representatives, b
every person and group. This might mean that
conflict increases, violence might decrease though
is no proof offered for this speculation (cf. pp. 146 f),
Sennett does admit that, It may be that cthnic and
racial differences would eventually be weakened in such
communities,” (p. 163) But these differences might
be useless if purity were a major value, because pure
communitics would not know any differences ex
that there were other people with whom they had no
contact or conflict. What might be even more im-
portant (though Sennett does not make this point) is
that cultures might die through in-breeding and self-
sterilization if purity were to be a goal. Sterility may
be avoided by gaining strength in creative confliet.
The result of all this is an optimistic book. Sennett
suggests that rather than cities being the urban jungle
to be feared and escaped from, we may be able to
view cities as places where a “new anarchism™ could
thrive and release the creative potential of the jungle.
This “new anarchism” might be an old tribalism
(Sennett claims to be opposed to tribalism, but maybe
he does not know about some forms of tribalism)
'he old tribalism would not be the tribalism of com-
pletely pure and separate tribes, but it could be the
federalist Lype (e, The Iroquois Confederation of Six
Nations). The Six Nations achieved unity out of and
in conflict, They had a structure in which conflict wis
always open and therefore minimally destructive. The
“new anarchism” would not cause groups Lo cease o
exist, it would cause them to cease being hiding places.
Cities would be designed to bring out gmlﬁp and |
individual conflict (now repressed) so that differcnee
would be open and eventually necessary for life.
Anarchy in cities, pushing men to say what they
think about each other in order to forge some mutual
patterns of compatability, is thus not a compromise
between order and violence; it is a wholly different
way of living, meaning that people will no longer be
caught between these polarities. (p. 181.) . l
The “new anarchism” is basically an attempt at fore
mulating the outlines of a “new way of living",
The Uses of Disorder may please some who
looking for a new way of living. But I suspect thal
will not be a bestseller. It will please some
the wrong reasons (eg, liberals).

not please those radicals (anarchist, Marxi

But there is
this book is a

there is a need for new anarchist

. Al worst




in Irish politics in the 1930's and
ed for a mere four and a half

S ng's treatment of the sub-
ject is indeed thorough - the back-
_ ground of Irish politics in the post-
Civil War period is concisely map -
pedout leading up to theactual for -
mation of the Blueshirt movement
whose original womd wasthe Army
Comrades Association, a professed
non-polifical body whose ohjective
was security of employment forite
members[i.e those who had fought
om the pro-Treaty side in the Civil
Whar of 1922-23), This association
was formed while the Treaty gov-
ernment was still in office, 1i.e.,
The 1932 election, however,
brought to power De Valera's Fian-
na Fail Party - the former anti
Treatyites in the 1922-23 war. De-
Valera's Partvaroseout of the TR A
split in 1927 over the palicy of ab-
stention from parliamentary aét-
ivity. Events after the 1932 elec-
tion accelerated at a tremendous
pace. The non-political ACA later
became the National Guard under

the leadership of General Eoin O'
Duffy who had been Commissioner
of Police in Cosgrove's adminis-
tration and for a short period in
DeValera's. Under O'Duffy's dir-
ection the organisation rapidly
assummedthe trappings of a para-
military force - uniform, arms ,
ete. - and violent confrontations
were commaon throughout the eoun=
Lry when election fever reached its
highest pitch in 1932, The stated
aims of the movement were total
opposition to Communism, to the
IRA, and to anybody else who was
not in effect an avid supporter of
Dictatorial Catholic power,

The movement rapidly became
political when . a coalition was
formed between National Guard
and the Opposition Parties: Cog-
grove's Cumann Na NGaedael Par-
tyand the National Centre Party
led by Frank MacDermot, which

adopted the name Fine Gael. As

time wore on, the military aspect s
of the Blueshirts were gradually
played down as O'Duffy's links with

the International Fascist Congress
became more and more appament
and finally in 1937 O'Duffy resigned
from Fine Gael to pursue a lone
path with the section of the Blue
ghirts which had split with him.
O'Duffy's greater involvement |
international fascism led to the
[ormation of a Spanish Bripade of

FREUDZ

J-ﬁiﬁ?

o Lendan lﬂ“.
on his baat sead
something

wpploious
which ha Faels he
connet hondle alons,
e will phene inle
Scotland ¥ond.

m“ “ th-: s 1 - _-‘.I
Spanish Civil War is |

st side
Thetacticsusedby the DeValera
government to prescribe, harass
and repress the Blueshirts were as
harsh if not more sothanthetactics
used by Cosgrove's Co, against the
RAtenyears previously, This was
later seentobe but target practice
for Fianna Fail's attempt to wipe
out the IRA, always regarded as
the mainthreat to Devalera's stab -
ility in government,

The one serious eriticism which
can be directed at Manning is his
failure to document fully the rel-
ationship between the Blueshirt
Command and the Catholie hier-
archy. He does, however, state
that the leading theoreticians of
Fine Gael economic and social
policy, Professors Tierney and
Hogan, relied heavily on "Quad-
ragisemo Anng™ - the Papal en-
cyclical of Pius X1 which outlin ed
in detail the path intended for the
progression of Catholic Social
Philosophy

SEAMUS O'CAHAN




ARMY RECLAIMS SURPLUS: a carefully posed shot of a day's
haul from the Lower Falls Road area of Belfast, Note for
enthusiasts: the 45 pistols, 37 rifles, 2 sub-machine guns, 1
carbine, 13 shotguns, 8 grenades, 46 pounds of explosive,

100 incendiary devices and 15, 000 rounds of ammunition are
not for sale but propaganda. BRING OUT YOUR GUNS
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